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A v e n u e  a s  b o u l e v a r d s .
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This development strategy represents a collective vision for the Baum-

Centre Corridor, a unique urban district linking Pittsburgh's East End with Oakland and down-

town.  The strategy is the result of a community process that involved local residents, business

people, and institutions from all five neighborhoods bordering the corridor.  A full copy of the

report is available at: http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/baumcentre/.

Recommendations: East Liberty District

Support Transportation Oriented Development (TOD) near East Liberty Bus Station on sites such as
the former Kingsley Center / National Indoor Tennis facility.

Identify and plan for future development opportunities between Baum and Centre west of S. Euclid.
Create a buffered green space between the north edge of Baum Boulevard and the adjoining residential

neighborhood west of S. Euclid.
Develop “Town Square” as the terminus/eastern gateway to the corridor in accordance with East

Liberty Development, Inc.’s (ELDI) Town Square Plan, completed by Semple Brown Design.



Recommendations: Aiken/Liberty District

Construct a new station along the East Busway between Morewood Avenue and Cypress Street, in con-
junction with the Luna Development.  Include elevator connections to the Baum Boulevard elevation. 

Develop specific strategies for key sites, including the Ford Motor/Papermart Building, properties
between Baum and Center east of Cypress, and the Don Allen parking lots at the northwest corner of the
Liberty/Baum intersection.

At the Centre/Liberty/Aiken and Baum/Liberty intersections, restripe and add signage to provide exclu-
sive southbound left turn lanes.  Modify signal timings and phasing to provide clearance phase for Liberty
Avenue between signals (Figure A).

Improve pedestrian safety and north-south connections between Friendship and Shadyside.  Though a
consensus was not reached, one possible strategy includes redesigning the Negley/Roup intersection by closing
the segment of Roup Street between Baum Boulevard and Centre Avenue, removing the traffic signal, and
improving the radius at the southwest corner of the Baum/Negley intersection.  Retime the signals and consid-
er adding a clearance interval between signals at Baum and Centre (FigureB).  A new public green space could
then be created in the former island property.

Install street trees on streets surrounding the parklets at the Negley/Roup and Aiken/Liberty intersec-
tions.



Recommendations: North Oakland District

Plan for new, higher density development surrounding the Centre/Craig Street intersection.

Develop specific strategies for key sites, including the northwest corner at Craig/Centre, the Centre
Avenue Giant Eagle site, the northwest corner of Millvale/Centre, and properties north of Gold Way/Baum
intersection.

Integrate the Pittsburgh Filmmakers campus master plan into planning for the district, and consider a
special planning initiative for the area surrounding the Craig/Baum intersection that addresses pedestrian and
vehicular access and connections.

Explore opportunities for new, transit-oriented development surrounding the East Busway stop at the
Neville Ramp.

Add dedicated left turn lanes from Centre Avenue onto Craig Street, and modify signal phasing and
timing to facilitate movement of traffic.

Construct structured parking at the existing Pittsburgh Parking Authority surface lot on the southwest
corner of Centre and Craig.

Encourage building and facade improvements to structures in the district, particularly west of  S.
Millvale Avenue.



Transportation & Streetscape
The report's recommendations for transportation include taking existing transportation studies and
investigate traffic circulation, parking, and pedestrian safety to come to consensus as to which recom-
mendations will best serve the community.  For streetscape, the report recommends uniform lighting
along the corridor, street trees along Centre Avenue, and a wayfinding system.  

Urban Design
To achieve a high-quality, high-density urban district, the report recommends mixed use development,
structured parking rather than surface lots, and adherence to the city's Site Plan Review Guidelines
for development projects.  Models from across the nation are included to help to visualize what we
are trying to achieve.

Zoning
Proposed zoning changes are included in the report.  These changes reflect the planning principles of
the study and aim to encourage coordinated development around the three major districts in the corri-
dor.  The recommendations will be implemented in early 2005 through the city's zoning remapping
project, Map Pittsburgh: Zoning for your Neighborhood.

Advocacy & Policy
The main recommendation is for the Baum-Centre stakeholders to form an advocacy organization to
implement the report's recommendations and guide development occurring in the corridor.
Transportation and zoning are likely to be the organization's top priorities. 

For more information, download the full report at:
http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/baumcentre/

Design Workshop Centre Avenue Design Workshop National Model:
Vancouver


